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Anabaptist Network News

Spring 2011

Stories from the Future

A Residential Conference (jointly organised with th e Northumbria
Community): 2-4 September 2011 at Sneaton Castle, W hitby

This gathering is the latest initiative in a series of meetings and conferences
over the past few years in which members of the Northumbria Community and
the Anabaptist Network have been walking together exploring common themes.

It will be an exciting opportunity to imagine our society and culture as it might
be 20 years on from now. We will attempt to look back, from this imaginary
vantage point, at the spiritual journey we might have travelled over those 20
years. We will consider how we might be ‘singing the Lord’s song’ in a strange
land, building on the foundations of the old to embrace a fearful hope for this
future.

A centre in the picturesque seaside resort of
Whitby — gateway to the North York 3

SNEATON CASTLE
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The conference will take place at the Sneaton Castle Centre in Whitby, partly
because this is a beautiful place with excellent facilities, but mainly because the
Centre shares a site with the Order of the Holy Paraclete, which has close links
with the Northumbria Community, and where deep historical links resonate with
both the Community and the Anabaptist Network.

What will happen?

Talks to provoke ‘future thinking and dreaming’

Creative storytelling

Artistic inspiration

Brainstorming groups

Examples to follow from past and present

Follow in the footsteps of Hild in Whitby

Daily worship drawing from the different traditions represented
All meals provided in a very comfortable conference centre

Booking
£103.50 per head standard accommodation, £128 en-suite.

For further information, or to book a place at this conference, please contact lan
Corsie: ian.corsie@northumbriacommunity.org or 01289 387257

Events

25-28 February
Speak:Soundcheck11
event, London

26-27 February
Cruciblecourse in
Birmingham

9 April
Double book launch at
London Mennonite
Centre

13-18 April

Bridge Builders:
Transforming Church
Conflict, Sheffield

15-20 May

Bridge Builders:
Transforming Church
Conflict, Cumbria

23-24 May
Anabaptist theology
forum, Offchurch

7-10 June

Bridge Builders:
Church Leadership
and Family Systems
London

27 June-1 July
Bridge Builders:
Mediating Inter-
personal Conflicts
London

2-3 July
Cruciblecourse in
Birmingham

2-4 September
Stories from the
Futureconference at
Sneaton Castle

12 November
ANC/ANO Day




Double book launch: Saturday 9 April

Reading the Bible after Christendom by Lloyd
Pietersen will be released on 8 April. This is the
sixth book in the ‘After Christendom’ series. We
are planning a launch event the following day at
the London Mennonite Centre.

However, as Alan and Eleanor Kreider are also
in London that weekend, and we were unable to
hold a launch event last year for their delayed
Worship and Mission after Christendom, this will
be a double celebration (and their book has just
been published by Herald Press in the USA).

So, if you would like to hear more about these
books, meet the authors, catch up with Alan
and Eleanor and visit LMC for perhaps the last
time before it is sold, this is your opportunity!

Details can be found both on the LMC website
(www.menno.org.uk) and on our own website,
or you can ring 0845 450 0214.

ANC/ANO Day 2011

We have fixed the date of the second annual
gathering of representatives of the networks of
communities and organisations. We will meet
on Saturday 12 November in Birmingham (we
will be hosted by Peacechurch).

More details in the next newsletter, but please
put this date in your diary now if you are likely to
be coming. This event is especially for ANC and
ANO representatives, but is open to all.

Anabaptists and Lutherans reconciled

At the Lutheran World Federation assembly in
Stuttgart in July 2010 almost 500 years of guilt
were formally laid to rest as representatives of
the 70 million Lutherans around the world asked
forgiveness for the persecution of Anabaptists
in the 16th century and for allowing negative
portrayals of Anabaptists and Mennonites to
continue in their communities and theological
institutions.

Some 480 delegates from around the world
acknowledged ‘the harm that our forebears in
the sixteenth century committed to Anabaptists,
for forgetting or ignoring this persecution in the
intervening centuries, and for all inappropriate,

misleading and hurtful portraits of Anabaptists
and Mennonites made by Lutheran authors, in
both popular and scholarly forms, to the present
day.’

Representing the Anabaptist—-Mennonite family,
Mennonite World Conference acknowledged
their request and granted forgiveness. In their
response, Danisa Ndlovu of Zimbabwe told the
assembly that Anabaptist—Mennonites cannot
‘come to this table with our heads held high; we
also stand in need of God's grace’.

In his earlier keynote address Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, commented: ‘For
these churches to receive the penitence of our
communities is a particularly grace-filled
acknowledgement that they still believe in the
Body of Christ, that they have need of us; and
we have good reason to see how much we
have need of them as we look at a world in
which centuries of Christian collusion with
violence has left so much unchallenged in the
practices of power.’

Anabaptists, Celts and New Monastics

During the autumn/winter, as one expression of
the growing partnership between the Anabaptist
Network and the Northumbria Community, Roy
Searle or Duncan MacLean and Stuart Murray
Williams have spoken together at four events,
hosted by the Baptist colleges in Manchester,
London, Bristol and Cardiff. These have been
well attended and responses have been very
positive.

Similar events are being scheduled for 2011 in
Glasgow, Birmingham and elsewhere. Further
details are available on request.

Exchange visit to Canada?

Ryan Siemens, a Mennonite pastor in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan, on the edge of the First
Nation territories, is interested in an exchange
with a pastor in the UK. His church has been
studying The Naked Anabaptist and he wonders
if an exchange could give him an opportunity to
interact with the Anabaptist Network and give a
UK Anabaptist pastor an opportunity to interact
with a missional Mennonite congregation (with
about 50 members).

Ryan is thinking of an eight-week exchange in
late 2011 or 2012, including a house swap and
ministry in each church. If you are interested in
this, please let us know.



E1 Community Church

One of the youngest churches to have joined
the network of communities is a Baptist church
in East London, planted under the auspices of
Urban Expression. Phil Warburton , one of the
ministers introduces the church — and a mission
initiative that needs some investment:

Where are you based?

We are in London’s East End. E1 Community
Church is defined by the local post code, which
covers the south west of the Borough of Tower
Hamlets.

How and why did you begin?

We began church life as an Urban Expression
church planting team. Our concern was to plant
an expression of church relevant to the local
area. We began as a small team on a steep
learning curve. Some years later ELICC grew
from a merger of three UE church plants.

We remain a small church that struggles in
many ways with the seeming chaos of life and
messiness of church but there is also a lot of joy
along the way and much hope for the future.

What are your main values and priorities?

We have five key distinctives. We are a Jesus-
centred church. Worshipping and following
Jesus together in our daily lives is key.

We are a church at the edge, seeking to be a
church of people who have too little rather than
have too much and of those who often feel
marginalized by society and sometimes by the
church.

We are a local church made up of people who
live in the local neighbourhood. Our worship,
discipleship and decision-making aim to be
relevant to the area in which we live.

We are a multi-voiced church. Our worship,
preaching and decision-making again aim to be
multi-voiced in order to discover together what
God might be saying to us.

We are a church fighting for peace among
ourselves and in E1, London and further afield.

What are your main activities?

We enjoy weekly worship gatherings. We work
hard to create space for multi-voiced worship.
You will rarely hear a sermon but | hope plenty
of what God is saying. Once a month we have
celebrations which are all-age, messy church,
café-style, with a meal to finish!!

We are running a winter homeless night shelter
in partnership with 12 other churches in Tower
Hamlets. We are also partners in Foodbank.
We are dipping our toes into TELCO, which is
part of London Citizens. We also own a monthly
community project called Helping Hands, often
involving, prayer, simple gardening and house
maintenance.

We partner with a small local charity called the
Geoff Ashcroft Community that was born out of
the vision of one of our founding churches. This
is about being a safe place for isolated people
to find community. It's a place for people of all
faiths and none. It celebrates how faith can be
part of our road to wellbeing and recovery.

We have a church partnership scheme, which
asks for a higher level of commitment to the
church community. This includes having a
mentor and agreeing to work through conflicts
that may arise.

In what ways do you draw on the Anabaptist
tradition?

| hope you will see the Anabaptist tradition writ
large in our five distinctives and in some of our
activities.

Recently we have found a new way to live the
tradition. |1 have often been asked by members
of the church if we can give them money, food
or furniture. Previously the church leaders have
decided the church can help and sorted it. We
now believe that gave the leaders of the church
too much power in the process and divorced the
whole act of giving from our worship.

So as a church we have chosen a few members
to become a ‘Meeting Need Group’ (a rubbish
name but does what is says on the tin!). They
bring any requests for assistance to one of our
worship meetings explaining what is needed
and how much, but keeping the beneficiary’s
name confidential. We pray, thanking God for
his provision and asking him to provide. In our
context we used not to take up offerings in our
worship meetings — until now, when we make
these specific requests. We do not pass a tin
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around because we expect the money to make
its way to the tin. It's early days and the whole
thing scares me — but it seems good to us.

What are your hopes for the ANC?

| would like to see how we can challenge each
other to find ways of making our values flesh in
the Christian communities and neighbourhoods
in which we live and work. What does a local
Anabaptist congregation/community look like?
Looking to North America may help a little, but
they may need our help on this one as much as
we need theirs.

A new and exciting initiative that members of
the ANC may be able to help us with is ‘Mission
House E123'. A group of four small churches in
Tower Hamlets with a track record of working
together are hoping to secure some investment
(only £100,000 — so far) to buy two houses to
plant small missionary communities in order to
engage in local mission with existing churches.

We are looking for individuals or churches to
release capital to this project over the coming
12 months. We are also looking for people to
come and live in these houses and work at what
community life and mission looks like in Tower
Hamlets when we seriously engage with the
Anabaptist tradition. Anyone interested?

News of Other Communities

Brethren in Christ

The Anabaptist Network has longstanding links
with Mennonite churches in Europe and North
America. Recently, mainly through the influence
of The Naked Anabaptist, we have encountered
another denomination with Anabaptist roots, the
Church of the Brethren, although we have only
met this group in the USA.

But the most intriguing new set of relationships
is with yet another denomination, the Brethren
in Christ, who are increasingly present in the
UK. Elias Moyo from the BIC church in Forest
Gate attended the ANC/ANO day in October;
we have recently met leaders of the BIC church
in Southend-on-Sea; and we have learned that
there are four other BIC churches (in Basildon,
Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds). These
churches are made up of members from various
East African nations (especially Zimbabwe).

We have also met a Canadian BIC family living

in East London and church planting in the local
community. And we know of other missionaries
working in the UK.

We look forward to developing stronger links
with these Brethren in Christ missionaries and
churches.

Anabaptist Theology Forum

The Anabaptist Theology Forum is an informal
group consisting of academics, church leaders
and other interested people who meet, usually
twice a year, to listen to papers, discuss issues,
and share food and fellowship. The papers and
discussions have an Anabaptist connection or
theme, either in the subject matter, or in the
approach to the topic.

The next meeting will be at Offa House, near
Leamington Spa, on Monday 23 and Tuesday
24 May 2011, starting at 11am on the first day
and ending with lunch on the second. Topics
and papers have not been finalised yet (and we
welcome suggestions) but these could include
reflection on a new book about Anabaptism,
William Blake and the Bible/dissenting Christian
traditions, and ‘public religion’. We also have a
new Facebook group. For further details, write
to Simon Barrow: simon.barrow@ekklesia.co.uk

A Modest Proposal for Peace

Stuart Murray Williams , who is chair of the
Anabaptist Network and one of the coordinators
of Urban Expression, contributes the article in
this issue.

I have on the wall of my office a small poster
with a silhouette of two people embracing and
an intriguing proposal superimposed on this
background: ‘Let the Christians of the world
agree that they will not kill each other.’

This proposal has been dated to 1984 and has
been attributed to John Stoner, an Anabaptist
church leader, although some have suggested
an earlier version of this was already circulating.

It is explicitly designated a ‘modest proposal’ for

peace. In other words, this is not a final solution
to global violence or a full expression of shalom
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— the all-embracing vision of reconciliation and
restoration to which Scripture points. But it just
might be a beginning, or at least the start of a
beginning.

Over the years | have tested out this proposal
with many different Christian communities, and |
have been intrigued by the various responses.
Sometimes | ask whether everyone present
would be willing to make a definite commitment
to refrain from killing anyone else in their own
community. You may fall out with each other, |
suggest. You may argue and bicker. You may
insult and slander each other. You might even
come to blows. But you agree that you will not
ever resort to lethal violence. Is this a realistic
proposal? Can you all make this agreement in
good conscience and expecting never to act
against it?

Some regard this as a no-brainer: of course we
would not kill a member of our own community.
Others are more wary, maybe conscious of the
violence lurking beneath the surface of their
apparently placid exteriors and reluctant to
second-guess their possible reaction to severe
provocation. But most, after brief reflection,
respond that they would be willing to agree to
this proposal.

But what if your ‘enemy’ is a member of another
Christian community, such as the church down
the road? What if it is someone whose theology
or ethical position you find not only wrong but
outrageous? Are you sure that you would never
consider killing them in order to preserve the
true faith?

Few people find this a step too far. Having got
over the hump of agreeing not to kill members
of their own community, extending this kindness
to members of other communities in the vicinity
does not require much additional reflection.

But what if your ‘enemy’ is not nearby but far
away, a member of a Christian community in
another nation? What if your nation is at war
with that nation? What if you are a member of
the armed forces responsible for defeating that
nation and you believe that the war is justified
and necessary? What if your actions might
result in the killing of Christians in the army that
is opposing you? What if the armaments you
use result in Christians being among the civilian
casualties referred to as collateral damage?

This is the point at which vigorous debate really
begins. Do Christians owe a higher allegiance
to their nation’s leaders or the global Christian

community? In contemporary warfare how can
soldiers know who their actions might impact?
Are members of the armed forces exempt from
the ethical norms of not killing others? If so, can
Christians ever take part in military action? The
agreement not to kill another Christian is likely
to preclude this — unless there is some way of
ensuring that no Christians are in the opposing
army or anywhere near the battle zone. At this
point some draw back from agreeing to this
‘modest proposal’.

Then, of course, there is the further question of
our complicity in the killing of other Christians
by less direct means. If we pay taxes that help
to fund military action in which Christians are
killed, if we have shares in the companies that
make the weapons that kill them, if we purchase
goods that are produced by Christians working
in conditions that shorten their lives, if we fail to
take action to redress the global injustice that
results in Christians starving or succumbing to
preventable diseases or dying in many other
ways...

This ‘modest proposal’ is sounding increasingly
demanding and radical. How many Christians
have we already been responsible for killing —
by default if not by design?

At some stage in the debate a different point is
often raised. Why should this ‘modest proposal’
apply only to Christians? Does this imply that it
is acceptable for Christians to kill Jews, Sikhs,
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, atheists and those
with no definite views?

Sometimes this point is raised quite early in the
debate by those who find this an offensive and
unjustifiable implication. Often it only dawns on
participants later as the wide-ranging potential
of this proposal becomes apparent.

But if Christians are to refrain from killing not
only other Christians but anyone, doesn't this
mean that pacifism is the only option? And this
leads into the much older debate about what
Jesus really meant when he told us to love our
enemies and whether never killing anyone is
realistic in an unjust and violent world.

For a ‘modest proposal’, the suggestion that all
the Christians of the world might agree not to
kill each other opens up a remarkable range of
issues. It is the thin edge of a very large wedge,
a Trojan horse (to use a rather inapt militaristic
image) that gets through our defences, and an
invitation to imagine a different world and a
different kind of global Christian community.
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London Mennonite Centre

Andrew Francis writes: Trustees and staff are
(despite understandable concerns) encouraged
and hopeful for the future of LMC. The Highgate
centre has been sold on advantageous terms,
giving a generous timescale for relocation. The
search for a new Centre is well advanced, with
the floor plans and detailed information for over
50 properties being viewed after initial sifting.

Trustees have already visited then viewed five
potential properties; more are in the pipeline for
the coming weeks, to enable us to shortlist our
options. Central London proved beyond budget
so the search area has concentrated on North
London although two non-London opportunities
remain strong alternative possibilities. We will
make a decision in February.

Parallel to this, we have been working closely
with the Mennonite Mission Network in the USA
to identify potential Director candidates; there
are simply not enough UK candidates with
experience of both developing Anabaptist
teaching programmes and leading Mennonite-
oriented centres. Following successful skype-
interviews with trustees, a candidate and his
family will visit LMC in March for confirmatory
talks. Watch this space.

Bridge Builders

Chris Burch writes: Bridge Builders was
started in 1996, drawing inspiration from
Mennonite Conciliation Service in the USA, and
has been one of the ministries of the London
Mennonite Centre from then to this day. Its
main activity is training, and many hundreds of
Christians from most of the main denominations
in Britain have done a week-long foundation
course, now called Transforming Church
Conflict, gaining Anabaptist insights that some
have described as life-changing. As a result,
attitudes to conflict in the church are changing,
as more and more people are gaining skills in
practical peacemaking in the church.

In the last year or so, it has become clear that
Bridge Builders has grown beyond the scale of
a London Mennonite Centre ministry. Realising
the need to grow into its own structure and
constitution, the Bridge Builders Advisory Group
(with the support and blessing of the London
Mennonite Trust) has morphed into an interim
Management Group, which is developing a
charitable constitution and will eventually give

birth to a formal Management Board, as Bridge
Builders launches as a charitable company in
its own right.

Those who support the LMC or Bridge Builders
are invited to pray:
- for the transition process, as the two
management groups sort this out.
for the financial future of Bridge Builders
(we are drawing up a business plan, and
an appeal will follow later this year).
for the staff team — Alastair, Colin and
Sam — to continue their excellent work of
training and mediation.

We are offering the following residential courses
in the coming months:

Transforming Church Conflict: A Foundation
Course for Leaders

15-20 May 2011, Cumbria

21-30 September 2011, Salisbury (early bird
discount up to 31 May 2011)

Church Leadership and Family Systems
7-10 June 2011, London

Mediating Interpersonal Conflicts
27 June — 1 July 2011, London (early bird
discount up to 25 March 2011)

More information on all Bridge Builders courses
available at www.menno.org.uk/bridgebuilders

Ekklesia

Ekklesia, the Christian think tank, has three new
associate directors joining co-directors Simon
Barrow and Jonathan Bartley. These are Jill
Segger, Jordan Tchilingirian and Symon Hill.

Issues of Christian participation and witness in
the public sphere, along with the development
of thinking about where post-Christendom is
heading in Britain and beyond, will be major
concerns for 2011 — plus their income and fund
raising. For more information, contact Simon:
simon.barrow@ekklesia.co.uk

Urban Expression

We continue to recruit people to join our teams
in six cities across the UK. We are patrticularly
looking for team members , rather than team
leaders, at present, to join our existing teams.
Team members may continue with their chosen
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career or choose to work locally, but they live in
the inner-city community in which the team is at
work and help in planting a new church.

If you are interested, please contact Jim Kilpin:
07813 247467 or jimkilpin@aol.com. And if you
want to receive regular newsletters, let us know
at enquiries@urbanexpression.org.uk

In partnership with others, including Workshop,
we continue to run the Crucible course, which is
now in its sixth year. Information can be found
at www.cruciblecourse.org.uk

SPEAK

Jo Frew writes : Please add your voice to our
‘Unfinished Business’ Petition!

The SPEAK Network is collecting audio
recordings to make the longest petition in the
world. We are calling for big companies to be
held accountable for the way they impact
people and the environment — add your voice to
thousands of others calling for corporate
accountability! Send in your own recording or
record with a church or community group or
school. Everything you need to know is here:
www.speak.org.uk/unfinishedbusiness

Defending Constantine

At the same time as Lutherans and Anabaptists
are becoming reconciled (see page 2), there
are indications of growing (and perhaps
concerted) resistance to the influence of
Anabaptist ideas and perspectives.

Peter Leithart, an American Reformed pastor
and scholar, has written a trenchant critique of
Mennonite theologian, John Howard Yoder, in
which he attempts to rehabilitate Constantine
and advocates the restoration of Christendom.

Defending Constantine is a readable and well-
documented account of the conversion in 312 of
the Roman emperor and the impact this had on
church and empire. Although the book contains
dubious interpretations of available evidence
and ignores important data, it is a provocative
challenge to those who regard the Christendom

shift as damaging and who are more inclined to
celebrate the end of Christendom.

The Naked Anabaptist

The Naked Anabaptist, which has sold out very
quickly in North America and is being reprinted,
has now been published by Paternoster here. It
has a different cover and contains pictures (!),
but otherwise it is the same. This can be bought
from bookshops or from us (£8.99).

Special Offers

Reading the Bible after Christendom by Lloyd
Pietersen costs £10.99. Worship and Mission
after Christendom by Alan and Eleanor Kreider
costs £12.99. We can supply both for £22.00.
Or both and The Naked Anabaptist for £30.00.

Open to God

The Anabaptist Network is the distributor in the
UK of Fit4Life, a resource produced by friends
in Australia to help churches develop good
practices and become healthy communities.
Over the past few years we have sold hundreds
of these CD-Roms, which are packed full of
material from which churches can choose what
is helpful in their contexts.

We can now offer a further resource, developed
by the same team, available in the same format
and at a similar low price (just £12, including
postage). Open to God offers a range of study
material, exercises and activities designed to
help churches make decisions well.

All communities need to develop processes for
decision-making, and churches are concerned
to be open to God as well as listening carefully
to each other. This resource can help churches
to do both. Please contact us if you would like
to purchase a copy.



Book Notes

You might be interested in the following books
that have recently been published:

Kirsten Eve Beachy (Ed.): Tongue Screws and
Testimonies: Poems, Stories and Essays
Inspired by the Martyrs Mirror (Herald Press,
2010) — how these stories continue to have a
powerful hold on faith, life and imagination.

Harry Loewen & Steven Nolt (revised by Steven
Nolt): Through Fire and Water: an Overview of
Mennonite History (Herald Press, 2010) — an
introduction to the Anabaptist-Mennonite story.

Peter Leithart: Defending Constantine (IVP,
2010) — briefly reviewed above.

Andrew Francis: Anabaptism: Radical
Christianity (Antioch Papers, 2010) — a simple
introduction to the Anabaptist tradition.

Arthur Paul Boers: Day by Day these Things we
Pray (Herald Press, 2010) — ‘uncovering ancient
rhythms of prayer, by one of the people behind
the Anabaptist prayer book.

Melodie Davis: Whatever Happened to Dinner?
(Herald Press, 2010) — cookbook, reflection on
the changing role of dinner in our culture and a
celebration of family and community.

James Reimer: Christians and War (Augsburg
Fortress, 2010) — a study of the teaching and
practice of Christians through the centuries.

Harry Loewen: Cities of Refuge (Pandora
Press, 2010) — a collection of stories about the
Anabaptist search for security and permanence.

Resource Houses

Over the past few years we have established
‘resource houses’ in various parts of the country
— mainly private homes in which there are small
collections of Anabaptist books, available to be
borrowed. Details of these can be found on our
website. Do make use of these if any are within
reach of you.

In addition, we have a small stock of Anabaptist
and Mennonite books kindly donated by friends

in North America. If you are interested in these,
which are available free of charge, please ask
for details.

AAANZ Conference

During February the Anabaptist Association of
Australia and New Zealand has been holding its
bi-annual conference. The theme is ‘Life on the
Edge of Empire’ and Stuart Murray Williams is
one of the speakers. Further information about
this event and the Association can be found at
http://aaanz.mennonite.net

Alun Morinan

We were very sad to hear of the sudden and
unexpected death of Alun Morinan, whose
peace work, professional research on drugs
and dependency, interest in Anabaptism (he
convened our South London study group), and
involvement in everything from his local Baptist
church to Street Pastors reflected his deep
commitment to Christian discipleship. Alan was
the coordinator of the Christian section of
Campaign against the Arms Trade. Our prayers
and thoughts are with his wife and family.

Contact Us

For further information about anything you have
read in this newsletter, please contact us. And if
you have information or news items you would
like included in the next newsletter, let us have
these no later than 21 May 2011.

Anabaptist Network Trust (registered charity 1021760)
Website: www.anabaptistnetwork.com; email: admin@anabaptistnetwork.com

14 Shepherds Hill, London N6 5AQ, England



